|IH VANCOUVER ) THE PRODUCERS

Meet a pragmatist whose success mirrors B.C.'s
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ccording to the British
Aﬂnhnnhhﬂlmtnmnﬂ.i-

slon, domestic spending
m&hmﬂﬂmﬂmﬂmﬂ:
in the province in 2006 grew to
$278-million, up from $225-
million in 2005. Foreign TV se-
ries increased 45 per
cent to $433-million. A total of
230 productions were com-
pleted in British Columbia last
year, including 53 feature films,
30 television series, 63 movies
of the week, 33 documentaries,
18 animation projects, 13 televi-
glon pilots and 11 short films.
Add up the numbers and
$1.2-billion was contributed to
o mﬂﬁf th
In Onitario, to the
most recent numbers I've seen,
TV and film production In
2006 amounted to only $888-
million, a decline from $933-
nﬂﬂhniherga&hﬁ:m Sl
But it's not all big-budget
tures and network TV dramas
In B.C. And it's not all about
maney. A lot of what happens

here are low-key TV produc-
tions - from serious-minded
documentaries to the sort of
sHshtthmmﬁﬂT\’
ductions that fill

on a host of :I:.nmds,
Yesterday, | was telling you
about an innovator based in

“We live with rejection,” Da-
vid Paperny says, with a la
about Paperny Films as we

But we're not a factory.
We're proud of hand-making
these shows.”

What he means by “these
ghows™ s a an eclectic list of

productions, including:
sions of An Innocent Man, a
documentary for CTV about
William

tortured

who was
:ﬂﬂiuh
years he spent in a jail in Saudi
Arabia for a crime he didn't
commit; a doc about the
homeless in Vancouver being
mentored and helped to live a
different, settled life; another
dncﬁlhdnumnnd:t[‘_ys-
tigue, about the allure of “the
blonde;" and Kink, the series
that chronicles "]hrtru
on the sexual
Canadian cities.

It's not all big-budget
features and network TV
dramas. A lot of what
happers here are low-key

The Sampson doc is deeply
serious, and Pa proudly
shows me the few minutes
of it. He and an editor are add-
ing in narration by Martin
Sheen. In truth, most of the
other material is frivolous.
There's Crash Test Mommy,
which will have another sea-
son on Slice later this year, and
e rannr B
ing "

Blumer getting all wacky with
food In various parts of the
world. It alrs on the Food Net-
work in Canada and on Fine
in the United States.
tnmv.l"ap:mrmdlﬂ
partners, Audrey Mehler
Cal Shumiatcher, are preoccu-
pled with The Week the Women
Went, a reality series to air on
CBC in early 2008. The prem-
tse, which o ted with the
BRC, has all the women leav-
ing a small town for a week,
forcing the local men fo cope
with everything their wives or

form aperny ot hecall 1

make the series for CBC and
chose the small Alberta town
of Hardisty, population 743.
The was done in June
and, a to Paperny, the
show is both bizarre and enter-
taining. *1 think this is the sort
of populist programming that
CBC wants to do right now.
And 1 think it will be a hit. The
footage of the women - they

went to Canmore to enjoy
ﬂlﬂﬂ:l?ﬂ—ﬁlﬂtﬂ'ﬁﬁid—

For the past few Paper-
ny Fllms has hunm

W:ﬂ nne-:nf
the most influential produc-

tion companies in the world."
To justify this lofty description,
Paperny points to First Comes
Love, a reality series about gay
lesblan weddings.

mnmﬂmuhwt it and the
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There's a relaxed air in the

office or broadcaster in Toron-
to, most of the staff and execu-
tives act in an oddly wary
m:nnm:ﬁmmmﬁh

hostile, citing a re-
view | wrote. I've
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